The idea that the US Empire is in decline is not novel, as hopes and fears of American decline have come and gone since the mid-1970s and been a recurring theme in elite foreign policy discourse. In the early months of the Donald Trump presidency, a January 2017 National Intelligence Council (2017: 6) report noted that the "post-Cold War, unipolar moment [for the US] has passed." Testifying before the House Armed Services Committee, former cia official John E. McLaughlin (2017) claimed that "the world will be without a hegemonic power-that is, without a country so powerful as to exert dominant influence and advance policy with little reference to others." General. David H. Petraeus (2017) concurred with McLaughlin, saying that the post-Cold War era of "US domination of the world" is ending. Yet, other elite geopolitical thinkers are not convinced. Former Secretary of State James Baker (2016) and head of the US Senate Committee on Foreign Relations claims that even though "much of the rest of the world" is beginning to catch up with the US, the US will "remain the world's preeminent leader for the foreseeable future." Thomas Donilon (2016), a former US National Security Advisor, says declinism is "myth" that fails to address the US's "strategic assets and liabilities" and is confident that the US "will continue to be the world's leading and most powerful nation for a long time to come." Whether or not the US Empire is in decline is uncertain, and predictions about a coming post-American and perhaps new Chinese century proliferate.
The world system is undoubtedly undergoing significant changes. But for the short term, the US remains the world system's only Empire, as America's economic might, military preponderance, and cultural industries are without rival. The goal of this chapter is to demonstrate the persistence of the US Empire's power and show how this power is structurally and ideological reinforced by a nexus of the US Department of Defense (DoD) and the US-based cultural industries, when the US is at war. The first section presents an up-to-date overview of the US Empire's structural power. The second section demonstrates the centrality of war to the growth of the US Empire, and then focuses on the symbiotic links and connections that bind the DoD to the cultural industries and support the production of media and cultural goods that prop up the ideology of militarism. The conclusion highlights some mediatized and cultural "sites of struggle" over the US Empire, war and militarism.
By demonstrating the continuity of US Empire and showing how the DoD and the US-based globalizing cultural industries support the production and circulation of media commodities that communicate the ideology of militarism to the world, this chapter supports critical political economy of
